
My personal belief is that at least in education 
relevance is more important than tradition when it 

comes to methodology.
-- Tom Whitby

Grades are first and foremost communication; they are 
information, nothing more.  The moment we make 

them something more, we corrupt their constructive 
use.

-- Rick Wormeli



Standards based 
reporting 

2017-2018



What is an average?



What can you tell us about student a and student b?

Student A
Student A has an average of 
87.4%

Student B
Student A has an average of 
87.4%



What can you tell us about student a and student b?
Student A
Student A has an average of 
87.4%
○ Test 1: 88%

○ Test 2: 87%

○ Test 3: 88%

○ Test 4: 87%

○ Test 5: 87%

Student B
Student A has an average of 
87.4%
○ Test 1: 92%

○ Test 2: 95%

○ Test 3: 90%

○ Test 4: 93%

○ Test 5: 67%



What can you tell us about these students?

Sally
Sally has an average of 86.5% 
(B+)

George
George has an average of 86.4% 
(B)



Sally is missing 5 out of 10 homeworks 
this term. She also spends little time on 
projects and only gets the minimum 
done. Despite her preparation she is able 
to score well on her tests and quizzes 
and her average in science is an 86.5% 
(B+)



George works hard inside and outside of 
school. He stays for extra help, 
completes most of his homework well 
and works really hard to prepare for his 
tests and quizzes. George’s average in 
science is an 86.4% (B)



Do you think their averages 
tell the whole story?

Are they fair 
representations?



What will grading look like in 
6th grade science?
+ There will be 2 different sections

+ Learning Skills
+ Content Standards



Learning Skills



Learning Skills



C = Consistently 

O = Often

S = Sometimes

R = Rarely 

Each skill will receive a letter...



Where do the C, O, S, R come from?

Writing 

Projects
Classwork

Homework
Participation



Where can i get ideas on improving my 
learning skills?
★ Look at the exemplar sticky note board

★ Watch the Flip grids 

★ Discuss with your teacher

★ Observe your classmates

★ Set a goal



Content Standards



Content Standards



3 = Meeting standard. Demonstrates solid knowledge and 
understanding.

2 = Approaching standard. Demonstrates progress toward 
grade level standard, but not yet at standard.

1 = Not meeting grade level standard. Showing minimal 
progress.

Each content standard will receive a 
number...



Where does a 1, 2, or 3 come from?



Fossil Standard example
Have you met the standard?

Try #1: Rock Layers Socrative: 

Try #2: Fossils Socrative: 

Try #3: Fossils Quiz:

Try #4: Grand Canyon Project:

Final Assessment 
on Report Card:



If the goal is to get a 3...
What do you do when you get a 1 or a 2?



Options for Success in Science
● You should speak with your teacher about a time to revisit the 

standard
● You decide to stay for extra help to clarify what you misunderstood 
● Teacher may invite you to stay for extra help
● GOOD NEWS:  You are often given more than one opportunity to 

meet a standard!!



Students can learn without 
grades, but they cannot 

learn without timely, 
descriptive feedback.

--Rick Wormeli



1) Show your parents/guardians this slideshow - found on Science 
Teacher Website Homepages!

2) Have your parents/guardians go into their email and fill out the 
Google form to indicate you’ve shared this presentation with them - 
DUE: FRIDAY 9/15/17

3) If they have any questions, they can type them into the google form, 
or email your science teacher:
a) OTTERS: KRuminski@email.medfield.net

b) KOALAS: KBuley@email.medfield.net

c) SEA TURTLES: MHeim@email.medfield.net

mailto:KRuminski@email.medfield.net
mailto:KBuley@email.medfield.net
mailto:MHeim@email.medfield.net

